60                Criterion of a Miracle.

were made.8 One of the peculiarities of the cures
ascribed to Christ is their invariable success.1
'. 3. Here, for a second reason, diffidence in the agent
casts suspicion on the reality of professed Miracles ;
for at least we have the sanction of his own opinion
for supposing them to be the effect of accident or un-
known causes.

4. Temporary Miracles also, as many of the Jansen-
ist and other extraordinary cures,u may be similarly
accounted for; for, if ordinary causes can undo, it is
not improbable they may be able originally to effect.
The restoration of Lazarus and the others was a re-
storation to their former condition, which was mor-
tal ; their subsequent dissolution, then, in the course
of nature, does not interfere with the completeness of
the previous Miracle.

j>. The Jansenist cures are also unsatisfactory, as
being gradual, and, for the same reason, the professed
liquefaction of St. Januarius's blood; a progressive
effect being a characteristic, as it seems, of the opera-
tions of nature. Hence those Miracles are most per-
spicuous which are wrought at the word of command;
as those of Christ and His Apostles. For this as well
as other reasons, incomplete Miracles, as imperfect

8 Douglas, Criterion, p. 133.

t Ibid. p. 260, cites the following texts: Matt. iv. 23, 24;
viii. 16; ix. 35 ; xh. 15 ; xiv. 12 j Luke iv. 40; vi. 19.

u Douglas, Criterion, p. 190. Middleton, Free Inquiry, iv.
Sec. 3.